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lordship had given of me, yet I should ever make it my business to be as faithful and diligent in any post where his Majesty should please to place me as another. I desired time to consider what I should do as to the purchase, and that his Majesty would please, however, to continue me governor of Burlington, and the salary belonging to it of 200£. a year (which the Commissioners of the Treasury were endeavouring to retrench), which his Majesty did perfectly promise me.
March 3. I thought it was better to try the continuance of my Lord Frescheville's health a while longer than to purchase; especially hearing that he was not likely to live very long; and the truth is, I rather did this to fix the thing by getting a re-assurance of the King's promise on that particular, than out of any design to buy, from the beginning. My Lord of Halifax this day obtained from the King for me, that I might put in caveats in the office of both secretaries to prevent the obtaining of the next independent company that fell by any other person. And the King, at my own request, was pleased to promise me that when a vacancy did happen among Ms pages of honour, that he would take my second son, Tamworth, into that place, of which I was glad, believing that he might prove very fit, by reason of his quickness and apprehension, for a court. There was nothing to be said against so considerable a preferment for a younger son, but the vices of the place (to which youth is more apt to incline than riper age); but God's grace is sufficient to steer and direct men in all places.
This afternoon I went in the barge of the Duke of Albemarle with his grace and the ambassador of Morocco, to the bear-garden, to see the baiting of bulls and bears for the diversion of his excellency.
March 4. The King and Queen went to Newmarket; the Duchess of Portsmouth went the day before for Erance.